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Set It Off  (F. Gary Gray, 1996; 123 minutes)

Screenwriter: Takashi Buford & Kate Lanier
Producer: Oren Koules & Dale Pollock
Cinematography: Mark Reshevsky
Editor: John Carter
Production Design: Rob Wilson King
Costumes: Sylvia Vega-Vasquez
Music: Christopher Young
Cast

Lida 'Stony' Newsom (Jada Pinkett Smith)

Cleopatra 'Cleo' Sims (Queen Latifah) 

Francesca 'Frankie' Sutton (Vivica A. Fox) Tisean 'T.T.' Williams (Kimberly Elise)
Detective Strode (John C. McGinley)
Keith Weston (Blair Underwood)
Jajuan (Vincent Baum)
Jajuan (Van Baum)
Stevie Newsom (Chaz Lamar Shepard)

Luther (Thom Byrd)

Nate Andrews (Charlie Robinson)

Detective Waller (Ella Joyce)


Ms. Wells (Anna Maria Horsford)
Ursula (Samantha MacLachlan)

Lorenz (Samuel Monroe Jr.)
Darnell (WC)
Mr. Zachery (Edmund Shaff)

Tanika (Natalie Desselle)
Black Sam (Dr. Dre)
Bruce (Bruce Williams)
Guy Driving Low Rider (F. Gary Gray)

Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com)
Four Black women, all of whom have suffered for lack of money and at the hands of the majority, undertake to rob banks. While initially successful, a policeman who was involved in shooting one of the women's brothers is on their trail. As the women add to the loot, their tastes and interests begin to change and their suspicions of each other increase on the way to a climactic robbery.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How do race, gender, sexuality, and class relations intersect in Set It Off? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
2.  How does Set It Off compare or respond to the Blaxploitation films we saw in Section 2? With Sweetback or Ganja & Hess? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
3.  How does Set It Off compare to the work of the LA Rebellion filmmakers? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
4.  How does the city function in Set It Off? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
5.  Why is Set It Off historically important?
6.  How does Set It Off compare to Leslie Harris’ Just Another Girl on the I.R.T.?
